
14 Fun Facts About The Lincoln Memorial: A
Monumental Exploration

The Lincoln Memorial, an iconic symbol of American history and a
testament to one of the nation's most revered presidents, stands as a
majestic monument in Washington, D.C. Beyond its architectural beauty,
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the memorial holds a wealth of fascinating stories and intriguing facts that
make it a captivating destination for visitors from around the world. In this
comprehensive guide, we delve into 14 fun facts that will shed new light on
this national treasure, enhancing your appreciation for its historical and
architectural significance.
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1. A Massive Undertaking:

The construction of the Lincoln Memorial was a monumental undertaking,
spanning over eight years from 1914 to 1922. The total cost of the project
amounted to $2.5 million, a staggering sum in the early 20th century.

2. A Symbol of Reconciliation:

The Lincoln Memorial was conceived as a symbol of reconciliation between
the North and the South after the American Civil War. President Abraham
Lincoln, who played a pivotal role in preserving the Union, is immortalized
in this monument as a beacon of unity and healing.
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3. A Greek Revival Masterpiece:

Architect Henry Bacon designed the Lincoln Memorial in the Greek Revival
style, drawing inspiration from ancient Greek temples. The imposing white
marble structure features 36 Doric columns, each representing one of the
states in the Union at the time of Lincoln's assassination.

4. A Sculpted Tribute:

The centerpiece of the memorial is the colossal statue of Abraham Lincoln,
sculpted by Daniel Chester French. The 19-foot-tall seated figure captures
Lincoln's contemplative and determined demeanor, embodying his
unwavering commitment to the nation.

5. Intricate Inscriptions:

The interior walls of the memorial are adorned with two famous speeches
by Abraham Lincoln: the Gettysburg Address and his second inaugural
address. These eloquent words, inscribed in marble, serve as a constant
reminder of Lincoln's enduring legacy.

6. A Place of Remembrance:

The Lincoln Memorial has become a hallowed ground for remembrance
and reflection. Over the years, it has witnessed countless ceremonies,
speeches, and gatherings honoring the memory of Abraham Lincoln and
the values he stood for.

7. A Haunted History:

Legend has it that the Lincoln Memorial is haunted by the ghost of
Abraham Lincoln. Visitors have reported seeing a shadowy figure
resembling the former president wandering the halls of the monument.



8. A Popular Film Location:

The Lincoln Memorial's grandeur and historical significance have made it a
popular backdrop for numerous films. Notable movies that have featured
the memorial include "Forrest Gump," "Saving Private Ryan," and "National
Treasure."

9. A Presidential Retreat:

During World War II, President Franklin D. Roosevelt often sought solace
and inspiration at the Lincoln Memorial. He would frequently visit the
monument late at night to reflect on the challenges facing the nation.

10. A Symbol of Hope:

The Lincoln Memorial has served as a beacon of hope and inspiration for
countless Americans throughout history. Its iconic status as a symbol of
unity and democracy has made it a rallying point for civil rights movements
and social change.

11. A Monumental Marble:

The marble used to construct the Lincoln Memorial was sourced from the
Yule Creek Quarry in Colorado. This fine-grained white marble is renowned
for its exceptional durability and resistance to weathering.

12. A National Treasure:

The Lincoln Memorial was designated as a National Historic Landmark in
1960, recognizing its exceptional architectural and historical significance. It
is considered one of the most iconic and beloved monuments in the United
States.



13. A Place of Pilgrimage:

The Lincoln Memorial has become a popular destination for tourists and
pilgrims from around the world. Visitors flock to the monument to pay their
respects to Abraham Lincoln and to experience the grandeur and
symbolism of this American landmark.

14. A Timeless Tribute:

The Lincoln Memorial stands as a timeless tribute to one of America's
greatest presidents. Its enduring legacy as a symbol of unity, hope, and
remembrance ensures that Abraham Lincoln's spirit will continue to inspire
generations to come.

The Lincoln Memorial is more than just a monumental structure; it is a
testament to the enduring legacy of Abraham Lincoln and a symbol of the
values that have shaped the United States. Its captivating history,
architectural grandeur, and intriguing facts make it a must-visit destination
for anyone seeking to understand the complexities of American history and
the impact of a truly remarkable leader. As you explore the Lincoln
Memorial, may these fun facts deepen your appreciation for this national
treasure and inspire you to reflect on the timeless principles that it
represents.
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