
An Extraordinary Account of Rebuilding a
Classic WWII Bomber and Creating a Living
Tribute
In the annals of aviation history, the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress stands as
a legendary aircraft. This iconic bomber played a pivotal role in the Allied
victory in World War II, and its sleek silhouette and formidable firepower
continue to inspire awe and admiration to this day.
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For decades, aviation enthusiasts have dreamed of rebuilding a B-17 from
scratch. But this was no easy task. The original blueprints were long gone,
and the few surviving aircraft were either too damaged or too expensive to
acquire.
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Undeterred, a group of passionate volunteers from the Commemorative Air
Force (CAF) embarked on an ambitious mission to rebuild a B-17 from the
ground up. This extraordinary project would take years of painstaking work
and meticulous attention to detail, but the CAF volunteers were determined
to create a living tribute to the brave men and women who flew these
aircraft in combat.

The Journey Begins

The CAF's journey began in 1998, when they acquired a large collection of
B-17 parts from a private collector. These parts included everything from
fuselage sections to wings and engines. The volunteers quickly realized
that they had a daunting task ahead of them. The parts were in various
states of disrepair, and they would need to be meticulously restored before
they could be reassembled into a complete aircraft.

Undeterred, the CAF volunteers set to work with a zeal that was both
inspiring and infectious. They spent countless hours scouring junkyards
and aviation museums for additional parts. They consulted with experts on
B-17 restoration, and they pored over old photographs and documents to
ensure that their aircraft would be as authentic as possible.

Rebuilding the Legend

The CAF volunteers divided the restoration project into several phases.
The first phase involved rebuilding the fuselage. This was a complex and
time-consuming process, as the fuselage is the main structural component
of the aircraft. The volunteers had to carefully assemble the fuselage
sections, ensuring that they were aligned perfectly. They also had to install
the aircraft's electrical, hydraulic, and fuel systems.



Once the fuselage was complete, the volunteers moved on to the wings.
The wings are another critical component of the aircraft, and they had to be
rebuilt with the same precision as the fuselage. The volunteers carefully
assembled the wing panels and installed the aircraft's engines.

The final phase of the restoration project involved assembling the aircraft's
tail section and landing gear. This was a challenging process, as the tail
section is responsible for controlling the aircraft's pitch and yaw. The
volunteers also had to install the aircraft's propellers and cowlings.

A Labor of Love

The CAF volunteers poured their hearts and souls into the B-17 restoration
project. They worked tirelessly for years, often sacrificing their own time
and resources. Their dedication was a testament to their passion for
aviation and their respect for the brave men and women who flew these
aircraft in combat.

In 2015, the CAF volunteers finally completed their extraordinary project.
The B-17, which they named "Aluminum Overcast," was a stunning tribute
to the original aircraft. It was painted in the same markings as a B-17 that
had flown combat missions over Europe during World War II.

The CAF volunteers' B-17 has since become one of the most popular
aircraft on the air show circuit. It has flown at air shows across the United
States and Europe, and it has been featured in numerous documentaries
and television shows.

The B-17 restoration project is a testament to the power of human ingenuity
and determination. It is a story of how a group of passionate volunteers can



achieve anything they set their minds to.

Free Download Your Copy Today

If you are interested in learning more about the B-17 restoration project,
you can Free Download a copy of the book "An Extraordinary Account of
Rebuilding a Classic WWII Bomber and Creating a Living Tribute." This
book tells the full story of the project, from its humble beginnings to its
triumphant completion.

The book is filled with stunning photographs and firsthand accounts from
the CAF volunteers who worked on the project. It is a must-read for anyone
who is interested in aviation history, restoration, or the power of human
ingenuity.

Free Download your copy of "An Extraordinary Account of Rebuilding a
Classic WWII Bomber and Creating a Living Tribute" today and be inspired
by the story of how a group of passionate volunteers brought a legendary
aircraft back to life.
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In the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, the world was thrust into a new era of
conflict&mdash;the War on Terror. This global campaign, ostensibly
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