Origins of Genius: A Darwinian Perspective on
Creativity

What is genius? Where does it come from? And how can we nurture it?
These are questions that have fascinated philosophers, scientists, and
artists for centuries. In this groundbreaking book, leading scientists explore
the evolutionary origins of creativity, offering a fresh and fascinating
perspective on the human mind.
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Drawing on the latest research in psychology, biology, and neuroscience,
the authors argue that creativity is not a mysterious gift bestowed upon a
lucky few, but rather a product of natural selection. Over thousands of
years, our ancestors evolved a suite of cognitive abilities that allowed them
to solve problems, adapt to new environments, and create new
technologies. These same abilities are the foundation of creativity today.
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The authors examine the role of genetics, environment, and culture in the
development of creativity. They show that while some people may be born
with a greater predisposition for creativity, it is something that can be
cultivated and nurtured in all of us. They also discuss the importance of
diversity in creative fields, and the need to create an environment where all
voices can be heard.

Origins of Genius is a must-read for anyone interested in creativity,
innovation, or the human mind. It is a groundbreaking work that will change
the way we think about ourselves and our potential.

Praise for Origins of Genius

"A fascinating and thought-provoking exploration of the evolutionary origins
of creativity. This book will challenge your assumptions about genius and
inspire you to think differently about your own creative potential." — Steven
Pinker, author of The Language Instinct and How the Mind Works

"A brilliant and original synthesis of science and scholarship. Origins of
Genius is a must-read for anyone interested in the nature of creativity." —
Daniel J. Levitin, author of This Is Your Brain on Music and The
Organized Mind

About the Authors

Dean Keith Simonton is a professor of psychology at the University of
California, Davis. He is the author of over 500 scientific articles and 20
books on creativity, genius, and talent.

John A. Hayes is a professor of psychology at Carnegie Mellon University.
He is the author of over 200 scientific articles and 10 books on creativity,



cognition, and emotion.
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