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Prologue: The Making of a Myth

Bill Reilly was a man of contradictions. A revered police commissioner in
Boston, he was also a ruthless political operator who used his power to
advance his own agenda. A brilliant detective, he was also a master of
manipulation who could spin a tale to suit his needs.
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The truth about Bill Reilly has long been obscured by the myths and
legends that have grown up around him. But in his new book, "Bill Reilly
Legends and Lies," author John Smith sets out to separate the fact from
the fiction, and to reveal the true man behind the legend.

Chapter 1: The Early Years

Bill Reilly was born in the working-class neighborhood of South Boston in
1940. His father was a police officer, and his mother was a devout Catholic.
Reilly was a gifted student, but he also had a rebellious streak. He was
often in trouble with the law, and he was expelled from high school at the
age of 16.

After leaving school, Reilly joined the Navy. He served for four years, and
he was awarded the Navy Cross for his bravery in combat. After the war,
Reilly returned to Boston and joined the police force.

Chapter 2: The Rise to Power

Reilly quickly rose through the ranks of the Boston Police Department. He
was a natural leader, and he had a knack for solving crimes. In 1975, he
was appointed police commissioner.

As police commissioner, Reilly was a controversial figure. He was known
for his tough stance on crime, and he was often accused of using
excessive force. But he was also a popular figure, and he was credited with
reducing crime in the city.

Chapter 3: The Fall from Grace

Reilly's career began to unravel in the late 1980s. He was accused of
corruption, and he was investigated by the FBI. In 1990, he was indicted on



charges of racketeering and extortion.

Reilly was convicted of the charges, and he was sentenced to 10 years in
prison. He served four years in prison before he was released on parole.

Chapter 4: The Legacy

Bill Reilly died in 2010 at the age of 70. He left behind a complicated
legacy. He was a brilliant detective and a charismatic leader, but he was
also a corrupt politician who betrayed the public trust.

The truth about Bill Reilly is still being debated today. But one thing is for
sure: he was a man who left an enduring mark on the city of Boston.

Epilogue: The Myth and the Man

Bill Reilly was a complex and contradictory figure. He was a man of great
talent and ambition, but he was also flawed by his own hubris. In the end,
he was consumed by the myth that he had created for himself.

John Smith's book, "Bill Reilly Legends and Lies," is a fascinating and
insightful look at the life and legacy of one of Boston's most notorious
figures. Smith separates the fact from the fiction, and he reveals the true
man behind the legend.
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