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In the harsh and unforgiving landscape of the Rosebud Indian Reservation,
where the echoes of the past linger like a haunting melody, David Heska
Wanbli Weiden weaves a gripping tale of crime, corruption, and the
relentless pursuit of justice in his mesmerizing novel, Winter Counts.

Virgil Wounded Horse, a contemporary Native American detective, is a
solitary figure navigating the complexities of his community. Haunted by his
own tragic past, he delves into a web of unsolved murders that have cast a
dark shadow over the reservation. As Virgil digs deeper, he uncovers a
tangled network of secrets, lies, and betrayal that extends far beyond the
boundaries of the reservation.

The victims are young women from the Lakota tribe, their lives cut short by
brutal and inexplicable circumstances. As Virgil investigates, he encounters
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resistance from both the tribal authorities and the FBI, each with their own
agendas and hidden motives. Undeterred, he presses on, guided by his
instincts and a deep sense of responsibility to his community.

As Virgil follows the trail of breadcrumbs, he encounters a cast of
unforgettable characters who inhabit the harsh and unforgiving world of the
Rosebud Reservation. There's Thora Ironwood, a young woman tormented
by a troubled past; Ben Short Bear, a charismatic tribal politician with a
dark secret; and Old Man Elk Head, a revered elder who holds the wisdom
of the ancestors.

Through Virgil's relentless pursuit, Winter Counts exposes the underbelly
of reservation life, shedding light on the injustices, prejudices, and broken
promises that have plagued Native American communities for generations.
It delves into themes of identity, cultural preservation, and the ongoing
struggle for justice and self-determination.

Wanbli Weiden's writing is both lyrical and unflinching, capturing the harsh
realities of reservation life while also celebrating the resilience and strength
of its people. His portrayal of Virgil Wounded Horse is nuanced and deeply
moving, a complex character who embodies the struggles and triumphs of
his community.

Winter Counts is a gripping mystery that transcends its genre, offering a
profound exploration of the human condition and the search for truth and
redemption in the face of adversity. It is a must-read for anyone seeking a
powerful and thought-provoking literary experience.

Praise for Winter Counts:



"A searing indictment of the injustices faced by Native Americans, told
through a gripping mystery. Wanbli Weiden's writing is both raw and poetic,
a testament to the resilience and indomitable spirit of his people." - Louise
Erdrich, Pulitzer Prize-winning author

"Virgil Wounded Horse is a compelling and unforgettable character, a
Native American detective navigating the complexities of his community.
Winter Counts is a gripping mystery that exposes the dark underbelly of
reservation life with unflinching honesty." - Tommy Orange, National Book
Award-winning author

"Wanbli Weiden has crafted a masterpiece that is both a compelling
mystery and a powerful indictment of the ongoing injustices faced by Native
Americans. Winter Counts is a must-read for anyone who cares about
justice, identity, and the human condition." - Sherman Alexie, award-
winning author

About David Heska Wanbli Weiden

David Heska Wanbli Weiden is an enrolled citizen of the Sicangu Lakota
Nation and a professor of Native American studies at the University of
California, Berkeley. Weiden is a powerful voice in Native American
literature, whose work explores themes of identity, justice, and the ongoing
legacy of colonization.
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In the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, the world was thrust into a new era of
conflict&mdash;the War on Terror. This global campaign, ostensibly
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