World War Il Quick Study: Essential Facts,
Maps, and Timeline of the Conflict

: The Global Conflict

World War |l was the most widespread war in history, involving more than
30 countries and an estimated 100 million people. It began in 1939 with the
German invasion of Poland and ended in 1945 with the surrender of Japan.
The war had a profound impact on the world, killing an estimated 40-85
million people and causing widespread destruction.
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Key Facts

=  World War Il began on September 1, 1939, with the German invasion
of Poland.

= The war ended on September 2, 1945, with the surrender of Japan.
= An estimated 40-85 million people were killed during the war.

= The war was fought on a global scale, with battles taking place in
Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Pacific.
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= The Allies (United States, Great Britain, Soviet Union, China, and
France) defeated the Axis powers (Germany, Japan, and ltaly).

Maps

The following maps show the major military campaigns of World War |l:
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Timeline

The following timeline shows the major events of World War |I:

= 1939: Germany invades Poland, starting World War Il.

= 1940: Germany conquers Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands,
Belgium, and France.
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= 1941: Germany invades the Soviet Union and Japan attacks Pearl
Harbor.

= 1942: The United States defeats Japan at the Battle of Midway.
= 1943: The Allies liberate North Africa and Italy.

= 1944: The Allies land in Normandy and liberate Paris.

= 1945: The Allies liberate the Philippines and lwo Jima.

= 1945: The United States drops atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Japan.

= 1945: Japan surrenders, ending World War Il.

: The Legacy of the War

World War Il had a profound impact on the world. It led to the deaths of
millions of people, the destruction of cities, and the redrawing of the
political map of the world. The war also led to the rise of the United States
and the Soviet Union as superpowers.

The legacy of World War 1l is still felt today. The war taught us the
importance of peace and the dangers of aggression. It also showed us the
resilience of the human spirit and the power of cooperation.
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